
The Resurrection: the Watershed Moment that 

changed the direction of history 
 

“The Historical Support” 
 

John 20:1-10 

 

Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

inside. He saw and believed. – v. 8 

 

The resurrection is central to Christian teaching 
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 

impossible for death to keep its hold on him. – Acts 2:24 
 
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, – 1 Corinthians 15:3 & 4 

 

What’s the historical support? 

• Jesus predicted it. 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone 

what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  

– Matthew 17:9 
 

• Discovered by women. 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. – John 20:1 
 

• The stone rolled away while guards present. 
65“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 
66So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting 

the guard. – Matthew 27:65 & 66 

 

• The tomb is without a body. 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” 

she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” – John 20:13 
 

• Grave clothes left behind, vs. 5-8 
5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then 

Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 

head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  
 

39He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 

night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 
40Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 

This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. – John 19:39 & 40 
 

• The appearances by the resurrected Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). – John 20:16 

 

How do you respond? 
32When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 

said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33At that, Paul left the Council. 34Some of 

the people became followers of Paul and believed. – Acts 17:32-34 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Eastertide Sermon Series 

The Resurrection: the Watershed Moment that changed the direction of history 

This series studies the core belief of the Christian faith – the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

You are invited to come and study and deepen your faith in the risen Savior. Previous 

messages can be found via our website saintpaulsearcy.org 

April 20 “The Resurrection” Mark 16:9-16 

April 27  “The Historical Support” John 20:1-10 

May 4  “The Witness of the Disciples” John 20:24-31 

May 11  “The Testimony of Christians” 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

May 18  “A Simple Invitation” John 11:17-27 


